
Summer Newsletter

President’s Message

Bill Bowden

Here we are in August and half way through summer. Isn’t it interesting we complain about 

the heat yet in January we wish it was August. Human Nature! After hearing about all the 

natural and not so natural disasters around the world — wildfires, floods, droughts, 

tornadoes, hurricanes and wars etc., I feel blessed for so many reasons to live in Essex 

County.

Someone once said to me “Why would you live in Windsor?” I replied that I have the best of 

all worlds — a beautiful city with gorgeous parks and fantastic river views. We have the Arts 

in all its forms from a world class symphony, fantastic art gallery, museums and sports in all 

its forms. On top of that I have the opportunity to travel to a large city with all of its cultural 

advantages and none of the problems. But mostly I have the People, who are cordial and 

helpful and just plain fun. I love Windsor and Essex County and our farms and wineries, great

restaurants and I’ll stop now.

DISTRICT 7 is here for you our 2400 members and families. If there is something you think 

we should be doing, please let myself or one of your executive know. Please enjoy our many 

activities and feel free to suggest new ones. We have theatre productions in October and 

December. Our Fall lunch with entertainment takes place in November and after a 4 year 

hiatus our Black Tuesday shopping trip to the U. S. A. is back. Why not come out to one of 

our Breakfast Club gatherings, Golf Tournament or Wine Tour. A special event takes place 

on Tuesday Sept 5. It is our annual He## to the Bell gathering at the Dominion Golf Club - 

please join us at 8:30 for breakfast and fellowship. Details on these events are in this issue. 

Enjoy the rest of your summer and hope to see you at one of our upcoming events.

Bill
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À la Une
Diane Picard 
Votre exécutif d'ERO/RTO District 7 a travaillé d'arrache-pied pour planifier plusieurs voyages et événements 
passionnants pour vous. Nous espérons que vous découvrirez des activités qui vous plairont et  que vous vous joindrez 
à nous. Faites de nouveaux amis et renouez avec de vieux amis. Pour ceux d'entre vous qui viennent de prendre leur 
retraite... Bienvenue !

Club du dejeuner

Nos nombres mensuels augmentent
Venez prendre un petit déjeuner entre
amis…vous courez la chance de 
gagner votre déjeuner !!!

Dates et lieux–chaque 2e jeudi du mois

le 10 août 2023 à 9h30
Moonlight Restaurant  -  75, rue Talbot E., Leamington

le 14 septembre, 2023 à 9h30
Louis’ Restaurant  -  4728, rue Wyandotte E., Windsor

le 19 octobre 2023 à 9h30
L. A. Town Grill  -  5975, rue Malden #5, Lasalle

Voyages et événements

Petrolia Victoria Playhouse
Camelot : le 12 octobre 2023
Entrez dans le monde magique du roi Arthur, la reine Guenièvre et Sir Lancelot et redécouvrez ce puissant tableau 
enchanteur de la lutte entre la passion et l'aspiration.

Visite aux Vignobles du comte d’Essex
Le 27 septembre 2023
Visite de trois vignobles locaux, 40,00$ (inclut transport aux trois vignobles). Dégustations et autres à vos frais.  Plus 
d'informations dans la newsletter. Pour plus de détails ou pour réserver vos places svp contactez le président, Bill 
Bowden billben9999@yahoo.ca (Pour les informations  en français, vous pouvez contacter Diane Picard 
diapic50@gmail.com)

Sortie de Golf 2023
Nous sommes de retour !!!  Nouveau format et nouvel endroit
Date : vendredi le 29 septembre 2023  Wildwood Golf Club 14 h 00

 9 trous– (20 $ à pied et 30 $ avec une voiturette)-payable au terrain de golf
 Non-membres de RTO/ERO sont les bienvenues–frais supplémentaire de 5,00$ par personne payable en 

espèce seulement
 Les participants DOIVENT s'inscrire au préalable auprès de Diane Picard   PicaRTOgolf@gmail.com
 Un excellent souper est disponible.  De

nombreux prix mystères... tout le monde est
gagnant !!!  Les 25 premières personnes à
s’inscrire auront une chance de gagner un prix
tout spécial!

L’atelier de planification à la retraite le 22 avril 2023
au Serbian Centre fue un grand succès

C'était  une session complète couvrant ce que vous
devez savoir pour vous préparer à la retraite, planifier
votre avenir financier, vos prestations de santé y
compris les avantages de l'assurance collective et les
perspectives de retraite de vos pairs. Cela nous a fait
plaisir d’accueillir nos nouveaux / nouvelles retraité(e)s

Photo: Notre groupe francophone à Cornwell’s
Turkeyville à Marshall, Michigan  le 9 mai 2023 
“Sex Please We are Sixty”



Fall Golf Outing

RTO/ERO District 7 presents….. 

Nine and Dine:
A Fall Golf Outing!!

Join us with family/friends for a great

afternoon of golf and fun!

Every team will have a fun/surprise twist to their round.

Surprise challenges on the course to add to your fun.

Date: Friday, September 29, 2023 

Time: (9 holes) First tee time is 2:00 p.m.

Price: RTO member $20 walking

RTO member $30 with a cart

Non RTO members (family and friends are welcome)

– extra $5.00 cash fee

Payments will be made at the golf course on the day.

Location: Wildwood Golf and Country Club
11112 Eleventh Concession Rd, McGregor, ON N0R 1J0

Dinner: Optional and available (why not make it a date night??)

Prizes: Lots of them!!!

RSVP:  Diane Picard at   PicaRTOgolf@gmail.com  by September 22, 2023

***First 25 people to register will be entered to win a very special prize package 
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Goodwill Report

Glenna Hemphill

Happy Summer!  I hope your summer is going well and you are able to do all those ac�vi�es we looked forward to all winter.

I have had a great few months delivering cer�!cates of years of membership in RTOERO.  This gave me the opportunity to meet many 

of our members.  I also discovered that it is hard to !nd our members at home so I mailed cer�!cates as well.  These cer�!cates 

represented 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, and 50+ years of membership. I did deliver two 50+ cer�!cates.

Thanks to your generosity in dona�ng cards, I have an abundance of birthday cards.  I don’t need any more of those but will con�nue 

to accept any blank cards or cards for other occasions.   Again - thank you to all who donate cards.

Our !rst Fun and Fellowship in four years was held at Seasons in Amherstburg on June 1st.  It was great to see familiar faces and to 

meet new people as well.  It was a great a0ernoon.  

By the �me you are reading this, I will have turned 80 and am s�ll looking for someone to help out - hopefully to take over some�me in

the future.  Please give this some considera�on as it is one of the most important aspects of District 7’s work.

Just a reminder - Let me know of anyone needing a card or if you wish to be added to the birthday book.

Enjoy the rest of the summer!

 

Contact Glenna at   519-967-7102  or   rhemphill@sympa�co.ca

Travel & Breakfast Club Report

Bill Bowden

Great trip to Stra=ord in June and by now we will have travelled to Petrolia for the produc�on of “Yesterday Once More”.

In October we will be seeing Camelot and December brings the Christmas spectacular “Starbright Christmas”. Do you have your �ckets 

yet?

It’s back a0er a 4 year hiatus, our shopping trip to the U. S. A. See this issue for details.

We are beginning to plan for 2024 and welcome any sugges�ons for trips. In our January issue of this newsleEer there will be a 

calendar containing a complete list of events for the coming year. We are looking at theatre, river cruises, spor�ng events, local 

ac�vi�es and even a longer trip.

The BREAKFAST CLUB con�nues to be a great success. Please check the calendar in this issue for loca�ons and dates for the fall. Join us 

for good food, pleasant conversa�on and even prizes. We meet at locales in the city and county.

I look forward to seeing our members and friends at one or more upcoming events

Contact Bill at   519-948-5214  or   billben9999@yahoo.ca
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Political Advocacy Report

Jim Sparrow

As PAC Chair, it is important that I keep abreast of political and health issues, particularly health as it affects seniors. 

Bill 60 ("Your Health Act" ), the hospital privatization legislature that will cut core hospital services and privatize them to

for-profit clinics, and the backlash, especially from the Ontario Health Coalition, certainly dominated my spring reading.

We all await the outcome of the Bill and the " referendum" from the OHC.

I receive calls and emails about senior issues and concerns – e.g. why is RTOERO non-partisan? ( a provincial issue ).

Several involved the progress and plans for the new Windsor/Essex Acute Care Hospital project. ( Yes, your Executive

endorsed the site chosen ). What follows is a brief update and summary of the project.

The project has achieved a major planning milestone with the submission of its Stage 1.3 ( formerly Stage 2 ) plan to 

the Minister of Health. The submission is the result of extensive collaboration with many partners within the hospital, 

the community and the province. It includes a functional program, a set of block diagrams, a campus plan and an 

updated cost estimate. Hospital planners, in consultation with 40 User Groups representing all hospital programs and 

services, developed the submission over 18 months.

The Ministry of Health Capital Branch will now review the submission, provide feedback and work with the hospital to 

ensure the final approved plan aligns with provincial expectations and standards for modern and efficient hospital care.

The Project Management Team looks forward to working with the Ministry of Health, responding quickly ( their words ) 

to any questions and addressing any challenges to proceed to the next stage of planning.

One key area of focus now is the development of a Stage 1.3 submission for the Ouellette Campus, where Urgent 

Care and other Ambulatory Services will be offered after the new hospital opens. A firm has been recruited to 

"repurpose and maximize the use of of the Ouellette Campus" going forward.

We look forward to being kept informed of the Project's Vision: "Create a state-of-the art treatment and healing 

environment for all of those who we care for; a supportive workplace with the latest technologies to allow all of our staff

to provide the the most efficient and highest quality care, in a new hospital that supports well-being and has the 

capacity to provide timely patient and family-centred care for generations to come."







District 7’s Eldest Member

Bernadette Chaput
Roger and Carol Lanoue

Bernade�e began her teaching career on a two-room school in 

Tilbury.  She began life in Tilbury West Township, January 5th, 

1916.  At 107 years young, she is the eldest member of District 

7 and the oldest female receiving U.S. Social Security living in 

Canada.

When she married, she and her husband Leo moved to 

(appropriately) Academy Dr., in Windsor.  She became a 

teacher with the Essex County Catholic School Board and later 

with the Windsor-Essex School Board and taught French at 

various schools in the city.

She was very comfortable in the teaching profession and that 

ease led to helping others in her profession with guidance and 

support, an aspect of her career for which she is par1cularly 

fond.

Bernade�e and Leo a�ended many social gatherings in South 

Windsor and rubbed elbows with many prominent people. She 

was gi2ed with a beau1ful smile and was so charming with 

whomever she met. To this day, many of her former students 

recognize her and come up to her while we take her out for a 

co5ee and with some of them she actually remembers their 

names.

Bernade�e wasn’t a world traveller but she and her husband 

spent a lot of vaca1on 1me in northern Ontario and Quebec.  

The family reunions at the farm on the Comber side road s1ll 

hold a lot of precious memories of simpler 1mes and family 

1es.

Bernade�e and Leo wintered in Florida a2er re1ring and she 

became a very good shu9eboard player having won many 

trophies.

One of her other passions was for sewing.  She assembled quite

a library of pa�erns and made quite a bit of her own clothing.

Bernade�e also had a very good eye for art.  Some of the 

pictures that she painted began with simple paint by numbers 

then developed into free hand.  She painted small murals in the

basement of her home.

We can also a�est to the fact that the reason why she is s1ll 

mobile at her age is because she enrolled herself in the senior 

aqua ;tness at St.Clair College and drove herself there for 

approximately 15 years, well into her 80’s.



    



























RTO/ERO DISTRICT 7 TABLE EXECUTIVE

PAST PRESIDENT Margaret Clarke 519-735-0727 mtclarke@mnsi.net

PRESIDENT Bill Bowden 519-948-5214 billben9999@yahoo.ca

PRESIDENT-ELECT/ FIRST VP Judy Bowden 519-948-5214 judithbowden@hotmail.com

SECOND VP Gina Marcon 519-253-9165

ginamarcon2019@gmail.com

SECRETARY Michael Oddy 519-969-0042 miche4195@gmail.com

TREASURER Margaret Clarke 519-735-0727 mtclarke@mnsi.net

ASSISTANT TREASURER Jim Sparrow 519-978-2806 sparrowjm25@gmail.com

STANDING COMMITTEES

ARCHIVIST Emy McBride 519-945-1380

emily.mcbride@sympa:co.ca

COMMUNICATION

  Newsletter Editor Paul Barber 519-981-3529 pbarber@myorton.com

  Newsle;er Assistant Editors Gord /Maggy Miall 519-944-1061 mgmiall@bell.net

  Public Rela:ons and Media Rep Judy Bowden 519-948-5214

judithcbowden@hotmail.com

  Webmaster / Facebook Page Paul Barber 519-981-3529 pbarber@myorton.com

  Bilingual Commi;ee Diane Picard 519-564-2763 diapic50@gmail.com

GOODWILL Glenna Hemphill 519-967-7102 rhemphill@sympa:co.ca

BENEFITS vacant

MEMBER SERVICES

  Member Records Val Lusco; 519-839-5128 lusco;valerie@gmail.com

  Member Services Roger Leblanc 519-996-9916 rlleblanc15@gmail.com

PENSION Gord Miall 519-944-1061 mgmiall@bell.net

POLITICAL ADVOCACY Jim Sparrow 519-978-2806 sparrowjm25@gmail.com

SOCIAL

  Chair Toni Michalczuk 519-258-7382 tmichalczuk@cogeco.com

  Assistant Maggy Miall 519-948-5214 mgmiall@bell.net

  Assistant Arlene Bryce-Hansen arlenebh@gmail.com

TRAVEL Bill Bowden 519-948-5214 billben9999@yahoo.ca

TEACHER EDUCATION Monique Dugal 519-259-3741 mldugal1465@gmail.com

RTO/ERO 

PROVINCIAL OFFICE

ONTARIO TEACHERS PENSION

PLAN BOARD

JOHNSON INC

(RTO/ERO Health Plan Administrator)

Toll Free (Canada/U.S.)1-800-361-9888

FAX  (416) 962-1061

Website  www.rto-ero.org

Office Hours 

8:30 to 5:30, Monday to Friday

Toll Free 1-800-668-0105

FAX (416) 730-5349

Website www.otpp.com

Office Hours 

8:00 to 5.30, Monday to Friday

Service 1-877-406-9007

Claims 1-800-638-4753

http://www.otpp.com/
http://www.rto-ero.org/

